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Ready?1 
A liturgical drama based on Matthew 25: 1-13 
A play for actors and singers by John Steven Paul 
Developed in workshop by Soul Purpose, 
The Liturgical Drama Troupe of the Valparaiso University Theatre 
First performance: Sunday, November 10, 2002, the Chapel of the Resurrection 




One, a male 
 
Six, a female 
 Two, a female 
 
Seven, a male 
 Three, a male 
 
Eight, a male 
 Four, a female 
 
Nine, a female 
 Five, a female 
 
Ten, a male 
 
The Bridegroom 

























Ready for the beginning? 
                                                          
1 Ready? has been published in ARTS 15:1 2003. 
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Eight: 
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Two: 
 
















Yeah, go for it! 
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Ten: 
 








































I guess.  What’s the kingdom like, anyway? 
 
Knocking heard again. 
 






















…and five were wise.  OK…you, you, uhm, you, and…you. (He points to two, three, four, and  
five.)  Five wise (indicating GROUP ONE) and five foolish (indicating GROUP TWO).  OK,  
















Wait, that’s not fair.  Get me a bat.  (Somebody tosses in a baseball bat and ONE and SIX place  
hand upon hand to the top.  SIX wins. ) Now, five were wise (pointing to GROUP TWO) and five  




(In unison) Five wise (indicating themselves); five foolish (indicating the others.) 
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All: 
 
































(Calls GROUP TWO together, quietly.)  Got your extra oil?  (They nod, silently.)  OK, let’s go. 
 
After taking different, circuitous routes around the playing 
area, the two GROUPS reassemble center. 
 
They approach a large single door held by another actor 




Well, look who’s here! 
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Six. 
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Ten. 
 
























(re-enters)  Hey y’all.  The Bridegroom… 
 






…will be delayed. 
 























































A trumpet fanfare blares.  A cry is heard “Behold the 
bridegroom is coming. Go out to meet him.” 
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The virgins awake and scramble to prepare themselves.  
Their lamps have all gone out.  GROUP TWO pulls out 
Pennzoil bottles (yellow) from their bags pour oil in their 
lamps and restart them. 
 




















Oh (to FOUR and FIVE) You? 
 
Four & Five. 
 











   
Group One. 
 
(To Group TWO) “Give us some of your oil for our lamps are going out.” 
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Group Two. 
 










































Well, at least, Marshall Field’s. 
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Three. 
 




























Shortly after, the Bridegroom, enters, accompanied by lots 
of noise.  Group TWO follows in procession entering the 
wedding place.  
 









Trying to buy lamp oil. 
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Six. 
 














Six goes in. The door closes hard behind her. 
 




















(to Five) Go knock. 
 
FIVE goes to knock.  There is no answer.  She is joined by 




Lord, Lord.  Open to us! 
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Still no answer.  Finally TWO comes to the door and 
knocks by herself.  The door opens.  The rest of GROUP 
ONE is relieved.  Then a hand comes out and gives a note 









“Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.” 
 





“Watch therefore for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” 
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One. 
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Three: 
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Three: 
 
















I don’t know about you, but I’m going to get out of these clothes…. Play some ball…or  
























How come the other five got in and we’re left out here in the cold? 
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Two. 
 




And because, if you recall, we weren’t here when the Bridegroom came.  We were at Target.   





































Do not swear… 
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Four 
 

























































































What am I going to do with this dress? 
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Five. 
 












The door opens. The BRIDEGROOM appears.  He 
descends to GROUP ONE. 
One. 
 















































A divine time.  You have no idea.  Too bad you missed it. 
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One. 
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   Five. 
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One. 
 
Knock and it shall be opened unto you? 
 
Knocking heard.   
 
Bridegroom. 
 
Keep knocking. 
 
 
 
 
END 
